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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20306 


34959 


November 29, 1971 


CONFIDENTIAL 


MEMORANDUM FOR 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. Theodore L. Eliot, Jr. 

Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

Telegram to USDEL on U. S. Forces Stationed 
Outside Vietnam Involved in VN Conflict 


you please send the attached telegram to our Paris 

Delegation, repeated to Embassy Saigon and others, as 
appropriate. 



Staff Secretary 


Attachment 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Dispatched 11/30/71 (rb) 
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TO: 


USDEL France 




FROM: 


SecState 


SUBJECT: 


C^r 068 StaUOIled °“ tside involved i 


in VN 


1. Posts will have already noted that i 


his November 12 pre 


in response to question at 


ee conference. Present Nixon stated that if we attain 
negotiated Indochina settlement it will mean total withdrawal of American 

forces in South Vietnam, discontinuation of airstrikes and "also withdrawal 

Of forces stationed in places in Southeast Asia or in the Asian heater 

that are directly related to support of our forces in Vietnam. " 

2. Rationale for statement of policy contained in above direct 
quotes is that in event of Indochina settlement, those U.S. forces 

elsewhere in Asia directly involved in Vietnam conflict would not be 
needed and would eventually be withdrawn. 

3. The foregoing should not be construed as in any way enlarging 

the scope of issues we are prepared to discuss in seeking an overall 

settlement with Hanoi. As our position on an htdochina-wide ceasefire 

makes clear, we would be prepared to stop military activities encompassed 

by ceasefire arrangement wherever they originate (e. g. air and naval 

bombardment originating from Thailand or the 7th Fleet). The President's 

statement is not, however, intended to mean that we are prepared to bar- 
« « 

gam with Hanoi about the stationing (as contrasted to activities) of 
forces anywhere in Asia except Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. 
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